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The American Legion
Department of Maryland
	Damascus Post 171	
PO Box 171
Damascus, Maryland 20872

 Anita Trotter		   2024 – 2025		    Mandy Buckley
 Commander                                               		          Adjutant



MEMBER MEETING MINUTES
June 9, 2025
ATTENDANCE:  

	Executive Committee (EC)
	Present
	Absent

	Commander: Anita Trotter
	X
	

	1st Vice Commander: Paula Gill
	X
	

	2nd Vice Commander: Kevin O’Neill
	
	X

	Adjutant: Mandy Buckley
	X
	

	Finance Officer: Ray Lewandowski
	X
	

	Judge Advocate: Fred Mitchell (PPC)
	X
	

	Sergeant at Arms: Scott Dallas
	X
	

	Elected Member: Steve Monteiro (PPC)
	X
	

	Elected Member: Cary Henry
	X
	

	Elected Member: Bill Raab (PPC)
	X
	

	Elected Member: Mike Wright
	X
	

	Additional Attendees

	27 members
	Cliff Bergstresser (District 8 Commander)


 
The Commander began the meeting at 1930 hours. The meeting took place at Post 171. The minutes of the Executive Committee were presented and available. The Chaplain offered a prayer.

LEGION YEAR 2025-2026 ELECTION  
· The election for 2025-2026 Legion Year Officers was held. 
· All elected officer candidates ran unopposed and were confirmed by unanimous consent. The Chaplain, Historian, and Resource Officer roles were appointed by the Commander.

	Commander
	Anita Trotter
	At Large
	Paula Gill

	1st Vice Cmdr.
	Scott Dallas
	At Large
	Keith Martin

	2nd Vice Cmdr.
	Mike Wright
	At Large
	Steve Montero

	Adjutant
	Kevin O’Neill
	At Large
	Jim Serritella

	Finance Officer
	Ray Lewandowski
	Chaplain
	Jim Serritella

	Judge Advocate
	Fred Mitchell
	Historian
	Sam Lehane and Sean Egan

	Sgt.-at-Arms
	Sabrina Murray
	Resource Officer
	Keith Midberry




FINANCE OFFICER’S REPORT  
· May had $61,070 in income and $50,340 in expenses for a net revenue of $10,730.
· Bingo netted $20,860.
· If you have any budget line items for Legion Year 2026, tell Ray ASAP.
· Ray needs the final list of delegates for the MD convention.
· The 80th anniversary budget of $10,000 was voted on and approved.
ADJUTANT’S REPORT
· The Consolidated Post Report and awards were submitted and the results of tonight’s election will be submitted this month.
· The delegate list for the convention is due June 25.
· We received a donation from the YWCA.
MEMBERSHIP’S REPORT
· We have 284 members, which is 95.3% of our goal of 298 members. This makes us 10th in the district and 65th in the state.
· Welcome to Jason, Mike, and John, our 3 newest members.
2ND VICE COMMANDER’S REPORT (via Commander)
· Memorial Day went well! Thank you to all who helped.
JUDGE ADVOCATE’S REPORT
· The standing rules were reviewed and revised. They will go to members and be voted on in August.
· SOPs will also be revisited.
BASEBALL’S REPORT
· We have a U17 team and they won the first game!
· A Legionnaire may throw the first pitch at home games.
· The Bobby Bellison Memorial Game and cookout is coming up and all Legion baseball alumni are invited.
· Sean is heading the booster program.
BUILDING AND GROUND’S REPORT
· Mike will look into why the signs coming into town were changed early.
STATE GRANT’S REPORT (Foundations Forward)
· We are asking professionals for their opinions on what projects/improvements are possible.
· We are talking to 3-4 firms, but will need to hire 1.
· We’ll have a multi-year plan.
SCHOLARSHIP’S REPORT
· We had 13 applicants and 6 winners.
· Ray is waiting to hear from the winner’s colleges to send the checks.
SCHOOL AWARDS’ REPORT
· We will have representatives of the Post visit schools June 10-13.
· Thank you to the volunteers giving awards out.
SERGEANT AT ARMS’ REPORT
· Set up Thursday at 10 am for Flag Day.
· The Color Guard will be in the Damascus Day parade.
80th ANNIVERSARY’S REPORT
· Waiting for a quote from the caterer.
· Keith is handling the invites/RSVPs to those outside the Post.
· RSVP information for members will be in the September newsletter.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS
· Celebrate Damascus
· While waiting for the fireworks, we may do something family friendly. If you’re interested in setting something up/have ideas, please let Anita know.
NEW BUSINESS, MISCELLANEOUS MATTERS, GOOD OF THE POST
· Warrior Canine Connection
· Larry met the dog named in his honor, Matt.
· Ryan is interested in hosting a monthly pub night for members and their guests.
· Upcoming activities: 
· Lorien – Wednesday, June 11 at 10:30 am
· Pancake Breakfast – June 14
· No Host Social – June 20 at 6 pm (Two Chimney Cider)
· Blood Drive – July 11
The Chaplain offered a prayer.

Meeting Adjourned: The meeting adjourned at 2036 hours.

Submitted by:
Mandy Buckley
Post 171 Adjutant
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