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The American Legion
Department of Maryland
	Damascus Post 171	
PO Box 171
Damascus, Maryland 20872

 Anita Trotter		   2025 – 2026		    Kevin O’Neill
 Commander                                               		          Adjutant



MEMBER’S MEETING MINUTES
October 13, 2025
ATTENDANCE:  

	Executive Committee (EC)
	Present
	Absent

	Commander: Anita Trotter
	X
	

	1st Vice Commander: Scott Dallas
	X
	

	2nd Vice Commander: Mike Wright
	X
	

	Adjutant: Kevin O’Neill
	
	X

	Finance Officer: Ray Lewandowski
	
	X

	Judge Advocate: Fred Mitchell (PPC)
	X
	

	Sergeant at Arms: Sabrina Murray
	
	X

	Elected Member: Steve Monteiro (PPC)
	
	X

	Elected Member/Chaplain: James Serritella
	X
	

	Elected Member: Paula Gill
	X
	

	Elected Member: Keith Martin
	X
	

	Additional Attendees


 
There was a quorum present. The Commander called the meeting to order at 1930 hours. The meeting took place at Post 171.
FINANCE OFFICER’S REPORT    
· No Report.
COMMANDER’S REPORT
· Foundation Forward: Proffitt & Associated Architects had an Architect and an Assistant come to the Post to take measurements and inspect various building features to aid in developing a detailed plan of the building.  (Foundation Forward is the plan to update and upgrade the Post in the 1-to-10-year timeframe.  Immediate plans include using the grant from the MD taxpayers to perform some of the items.  Motion was Approved in August to spend the money that is in the building fund plus an additional of $9,000 from the general fund to pay for a feasibility study.  Study will be conducted by Proffitt & Associated Architects from Frederick, MD.)
· Other items covered in MISCELLANEOUS MATTERS, GOOD OF THE POST section below.
ADJUTANT’S REPORT   
· No Report
1st VICE COMMANDER’S REPORT   
· MEMBERSHIP 
· 1 veteran was presented for membership: Brendon Rickey (US Navy).   Recruited by Chuck. Motion was APPROVED.
· Discussed date for Membership Dinner.  Date not recorded. 
2ND VICE COMMANDER’S REPORT   
· HVAC Thermostat and Sensors installation are still to be scheduled.
JUDGE ADVOCATE’S REPORT   
· Honorary member awards: Any member can make a nomination for an honorary award, and it must be received by 1 December. The committed chair will announce that an award will be awarded at the 8 December Member’s Meeting. 
SERGEANT AT ARMS’ REPORT   
· No report.
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
POST 171 80TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION
· 80th Anniversary Dinner Celebration was completed under budget with 130 people attending.
· Bus trip to Army Museum and Marine Corps Museum:
· NOTE: Due to government shutdown that started 1 October, the Museums are closed until government re-opens. The trip is delayed with date to be determined.
· Trip Information:  a trip to both the National Museum of the United States Army and National Museum of the Marine Corps is being planned. Bus transportation is being arranged, the cost per participant is $30, that includes lunch.  26 people signed up, have room for 29 more (55 total). Information will be distributed to Post Members, Auxiliary members, and other veterans.  
BASEBALL
· Team record is 8 wins, 3 losses and 1 tie.  They are the #3 seed in the playoff tournament that starts 15 October.
· Baseball Banquet scheduled for 16 November.
BINGO
· Nothing to report.
· NOTE: COME ON ANY BINGO THUSRDAY AND VOLUNTEER.
BUILDING AND GROUNDS
· Working with HVAC company for a remote thermostat control plan.  
ORATORICAL
· Scheduled for Saturday, 31 January 2026 at the Post with a backup date of Saturday, 7 February.
SCHOLARSHIP
· No report.
UNFINISHED AND NEW BUSINESS
· None discussed
MISCELLANEOUS MATTERS, GOOD OF THE POST
· Blood Drive scheduled for 7 November at the Post.  Contact commander@legionpost171.org for information.
· Purchased a new printer for the Post office for about $800
· Memorial Brick Program: Cary Henry or Phil can provide information.  The brick patio can be seen near the flagpoles in front of the Post. Information about online ordering through Bricks R US (bricksrus.com) and will be provided when details are finalized.  
The meeting adjourned at 2027 hours.

Submitted by:
Kevin O’Neill
Adjutant, Post 171 
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